
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING H.R. 460 -
THE CRACK-COCAINE EQUITABLE SENTENCING ACT OF 2007

WHEREAS theCoalition ofBarAssociationsofColor(CBAC),organized in 1993,isa
coalitioncreatedto actasacollectivevoiceforissuesofcommonconcerntoitsmember
organizations;and

WHEREAS thememberorganizationsoftheCoalitionofBarAssociationsofColorarethe
Hispanic National Bar Association (HNBA), National Asian Pacific American Bar
Association (NAPABA),the NationalBarAssociation (NBA),and the NationalNative
AmericanBarAssociation(NNABA);and

WHEREAS,onJanuary12,2007,theHonorableCharlesRangel,Congressmanfrom New
York�s 15th District,introduced H.R.460,theCrack-CocaineEquitableSentencingActof
2007(theAct)asan effortto eliminatecertain mandatoryminimum penaltiesrelatingto
crackcocaineoffenseswhichkeepdefendantsconvictedoftraffickingcrackinjailfarlonger
thanthoseconvictedforpowderedcocaine;

WHEREAS,mandatoryminimum sentencingcontributestothevastdisparityintheratesat
whichAfricanAmericansandwhitesaresentencedtoprisonfordrugoffenses;

WHEREAS,mandatory minimum sentencing hastoo frequently dictated sentencesfor
minoritieswhicharearbitrary,tooharsh,anddisproportionatetotheoffensecommitted;

WHEREAS,mandatoryminimum sentencinghascloggedjailsandoftenpunishedlow-level
offenderswhilefailingtoaddresstheincreaseindrugtraffickingitwasintendedtocurtail;

WHEREAS,prosecutorshavefrequentlyusedtheselawstounfairlytailorchargesandpress
defendantsinto plea bargains,thereby shifting to prosecutorsthe discretion which our
system ofjusticedictatesshouldrestwithjudges;

WHEREAS,membersofthejudiciary,includingU.S.SupremeCourtJusticeAnthonyM.
Kennedy,havelongbeencriticalofasystem ofjusticewhichdisproportionatelyimprisons
racialminorities;and

WHEREAS,the Actwould amend the Controlled SubstancesActand the Controlled
SubstancesImportandExportActtotreatcrackandotherformsofcocainethesamefor
traffickingpenalties,treatthepossessionofcrackthesameasthepossessionofotherforms
ofcocaine,treattheimportation ofcrackthesameastheimportation ofotherformsof
cocaine,anddirecttheUnitedStatesSentencingCommissiontopromulgateamendmentsto
theSentencingGuidelinestoconform totheamendmentsintheAct.



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED thattheCoalition ofBarAssociationsof
ColorsupportsthepassageofH.R.460 andanycompanionbillsubsequentlyintroducedin
theSenatewhichachievesthesamepurpose.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Coalition of Bar Associations of Color
recommendsthatitsmembershipsupportandurgetheirrepresentativesinCongresstovote
infavorofthislegislation.

CERTIFICATION

WE,the duly-elected Presidents of the Hispanic NationalBar Association (HNBA),
NationalAsian Pacific American BarAssociation (NAPABA),NationalBarAssociation
(NBA),andNationalNativeAmerican BarAssociation (NNABA),herebycertifythatthe
foregoingResolutionwasdulyenactedbyaduly-noticedmeetingoftheBoardofDirectors.

NNABA

_________________
President,HispanicNationalBarAssociation Date

_________________
President,NationalBarAssociation Date

_________________
President,NationalNativeAmericanBarAssociation Date

_________________
President,NationalAsianPacificAmericanBarAssociation Date
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